
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:   January 23, 2015 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Commission 
 
VIA:  Kenneth Fields, City Manager 
    
FROM:  James Slaton, Public/Support Services Director 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution 2015-01, Renaming Washington Avenue to Barack Obama Avenue  
 
SYNOPSIS: The approval of Resolution 2015-01 will change the name of Washington Avenue to 

Barack Obama Avenue. 
  
                         
BACKGROUND 
 
The City received a request from Branch 5109 of the NAACP, in Lake Wales, to rename “Washington” 
Avenue in the corporate limits of the City of Lake Wales to “Barack Obama” Avenue. 
 
A public hearing was held on January 20, 2015 to seek public input on the street renaming request, in 
accordance with Sec. 18-30 of the City’s Code of Ordinances. 
 
City staff advertised the date, time and location of the public hearing in the Lake Wales News 30 days 
prior to the hearing and mailed notices of the hearing to each residence or business with an address on 
the subject street. 
 
Washington Avenue is partially within the corporate limits of the City of Lake Wales, partially within 
unincorporated Polk County, and it crosses a State highway (Hwy 27). The Polk County BoCC has also 
received a street renaming request from NAACP Branch 5109 for the section of Washington Avenue that 
lies within their jurisdiction. To date, the BoCC has not approved the street renaming request, but 
administrators with the BoCC have indicated that they would move forward with their street renaming 
process if the Lake Wales City Commission ultimately approved the renaming of the section of 
Washington Avenue that is within the city limits of Lake Wales. The section of Washington Avenue within 
the city limits runs between B and G Streets. Though the intersection of Washington Avenue and Hwy 27 
is on a State highway, Polk County is the maintaining agent of the traffic control devices and signage in 
that intersection and would be responsible for requesting any street sign changes from FDOT. 
 
This street renaming request would affect a total of 61 properties. There are a total of 37 properties on 
Washington Avenue in the Lake Wales city limits and 24 in unincorporated Polk County. 
  
The City does not have a policy for distributing the costs associated with a street renaming request and 
will incur any costs associated with the request, e.g., new streets signs, posts, or other items. The total 
cost to the City for all materials related to changing the street name is $707. This amount includes: 12 
new 6” street signs and posts. In addition to changing the street signage within the City’s jurisdiction, 
renaming Washington Avenue would require changing 8 residential street signs in unincorporated Polk 
County, changing two 186” x 42” next-signal signs on Hwy 27, and changing 2 lighted overhead signs at 
the intersection of Washington Avenue and Hwy 27. Polk County does have a policy where the requestor 
of a street name change bears the costs associated with the change. Polk County’s materials estimates 
are $584 for the new residential street signage and approximately $5,195 for the next-signal and lighted 
overhead signs at the intersection of Washington Avenue and Hwy 27 (signage only, installation costs are 
unknown). 
 
 



City staff has received eleven correspondences from the public regarding the street renaming request 
and each are included as attachments to this memo. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

• The City’s fiscal impact will be $707. 
• NAACP Branch 5109’s potential fiscal impact, due to estimated reimbursements to Polk County, 

could be $5,779. 
• There will be a minor fiscal impact to any businesses or residents on Washington Avenue who 

might need change their address on checks, letterheads, etc. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Resolution 2015-01 
Amended Street Renaming Request from NAACP Branch 5109 
Citizen Correspondences 
 





RESOLUTION 2015-01 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LAKE WALES, POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
PROVIDING FOR THE RENAMING OF WASHINGTON AVENUE WITHIN THE 
CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LAKE WALES TO BARACK OBAMA 
AVENUE. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Commission received a request from NAACP Branch 5109 to rename Washington 
Avenue to Barack Obama Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on January 20th, 2015 in accordance with Section 18-30 of the 
City’s Code of Ordinances to receive public input on the street renaming request; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE WALES, POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA THAT: 
 

1. The City Commission approves the renaming of Washington Avenue within the corporate limits 
of the City of Lake Wales to Barack Obama Avenue by a vote of __Yeas and __Nays. 

 
 
THIS RESOLUTION INTRODUCED AND PASSED by the City Commission of the City of Lake 
Wales, Florida, at its regular meeting on February 3, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Mayor Eugene Fultz 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
City Clerk Clara VanBlargan, MMC 
 
 
 
 

 
RESOLUTION 2015 - 01 



From: Eugene Fultz
To: Clara VanBlargan
Subject: Fwd: Citizen Mail from Web Site [ID: 203169]
Date: Friday, December 12, 2014 12:00:27 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Information" <info2@cityoflakewales.com>
Date: December 12, 2014 at 9:00:59 AM EST
To: "Eugene Fultz" <efultz@cityoflakewales.com>, "Kenneth Fields"
 <kfields@cityoflakewales.com>
Subject: Citizen Mail from Web Site [ID: 203169]

NOTE:  This message was generated by a form-mail link on the City's website. Do NOT reply
 directly to this message. Instead, send your response to the email address listed below if one is
 provided. Contact the IS Department if you have questions.

Name: Cheryl Danboise

EMail: Cherylsue22@gmail.com

Subject: Citizen Mail from Web Site

Message: This is to address the proposed change of Washington St to Barack Obama...I can NOT
 believe this!!  Choose another street...NOT our founding father  There is NO way Obama is
 anything close to Washington...I wouldn't want any street named that but definitely not
 Washington...

What a shame...our country and cities have become so " un American"

Cheryl

Reply: Reply Unnecessary
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