
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: November 19, 2014 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Commission 
 
VIA:  Kenneth Fields, City Manager 
 
FROM: Jennifer Nanek, Assistant to the City Manager 
 
RE:  Spook Hill Thunder Event Application 
 
SYNOPSIS: This is a Special Event Permit Application from the Lake Wales Area Foundation 

for “Spook Hill Thunder.” This is a fundraising event where approximately 
25,000 balls will be rolled down Spook Hill. The event will take place Saturday, 
October 24, 2015 from 10am-6pm. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the City Commission take the following action: 
 

• Approve the Special Event Permit application for the Spook Hill Thunder fundraising 
event to take place on Saturday, October 24, 2015 from 10am-6pm. 

• Approve the request for the temporary closing on Saturday, October 24, 2015 of North 
Wales Drive (Spook Hill) from Burns Avenue to Dr. JA Wilshire Avenue from 10am-
6pm. 

• Authorize parking on grass around North Lake Wailes which is next to Spook Hill. 
• Authorize a plastic safety fence along Spook Hill to keep balls on course. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Lake Wales Area Foundation is organizing the “Spook Hill Thunder” as a fundraising event 
for the Foundation.  This event will take place the same weekend as Pioneer Days.  Balls will be 
numbered and sold.  They will be rolled down Spook Hill and the first to reach the target is 
winner.  Spook Hill will be closed from 10am – 6pm with the main event taking place at 2pm. 
 
This event is similar to rubber duck races held in communities with fast moving water.   
 
The sponsor will provide restroom facilities on site and work with City Staff to improve 
appearance of Spook Hill. The sponsor will also have volunteers coordinate the parking as the 
terrain in that area has issues.  
 
OTHER OPTIONS 
 
Do not approve the Special Event Permit. 
 



FISCAL IMPACT 
As this is a new event, it has not been budgeted.  All costs will be the responsibility of the 
sponsor. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Special Event Permit Application and Notarized Agreement of Financial Responsibility 
Maps 
Description of event 
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