
MEMORANDUM 
 
August 11, 2014 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Commission 
 
VIA:  Kenneth Fields, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Clara VanBlargan, City Clerk, MMC 
 
RE: Appointments – Firefighters’ Retirement Board & Police Officers’ Retirement Board 
  
SYNOPSIS: Appointments fill vacancies due to resignations, expiration of terms, newly established 

boards, etc. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Mayor makes appointments to various citizen advisory and regulatory boards, commissions, 
committees, and authorities with the advice and consent of the City Commission (City Charter, Sec. 3.06). 
 
The Mayor is asked to make the appointments as deemed appropriate. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Vacancies exist on various Boards, Commissions, and Committees due to resignations, expirations of terms, 
newly established boards, etc.  
 
Firefighters’ Retirement Board (City Code Sec. 16-163) – The board consists of five (5) trustees.  Two (2) 
members must be legal residents of the City and two (2) members must be full-time firefighters employed by 
the Lake Wales Fire Department.  Resident members are appointed by the Mayor with the advice and 
consent of the City Commission; firefighter members are selected by a majority of the firefighters who are 
members of the plan. The fifth member is chosen by a majority of the other four members and appointed by 
the Mayor.  (4-year term) 

• There is no interview process requirement for applicants applying for appointment to this board. 
• Members are required to file an annual Form 1, Statement of Financial Interests  
• Current Vacancies: 2 resident expiring terms; 2 employee firefighter expiring terms 

 
Current Members:  Robert Holt, 5th Seat  09/16/06 - 09/30/15, 2 
   Glen Gest, resident  01/04/07 - 09/30/14, 2 
   James Brown, resident  03/18/14 - 09/30/14, P 

Joe Jenkins, Fire Chief  10/01/98 - 09/30/14, 4, employee election in process 
   Roy Wilkinson, III, Firefighter 12/21/09 - 09/30/14, 2, employee election in process 

    
Current Meetings – Quarterly @ 4p.m.; Fire Department meeting room 
 
Applying for appointment: None 
 
Applying for re-appointment:  Glenn Gest, resident 
         James Brown, resident 
 
Recommendation: The recommendation is for the Mayor to re-appoint Glenn Gest and James Brown to 

serve on the Firefighters’ Retirement Board for a term expiring on 09/01/18, 4-yr 
term, and for the City Commission to consent to the appointment made by the 
Mayor.  

 
 



Police Officers’ Retirement Board (City Code Sec. 16-233) – The board consists of five (5) trustees.  Two 
(2) members must be legal residents of the City and two (2) members must be full-time police officers’ 
employed by the Lake Wales Police Department.  Resident members are appointed by the Mayor with the 
advice and consent of the City Commission; police officer members are elected by a majority of the police 
officers who are members of the plan.  The fifth member is chosen by a majority of the other four members 
and appointed by the Mayor.  (4-year term-) 

• There is no interview process requirement for applicants applying for appointment to this board. 
• Members are required to file an annual Form 1, Statement of Financial Interests  
• Current Vacancies: 2 resident expiring terms; 2 employee police officer expiring terms 
 
Current Members: Patrick Quinn, police officer, 5th Seat 01/10/12 - 09/30/15 

Leon Weech, resident   04/17/12 - 09/30/14 
   Anthony Elrod, resident   04/01/14 - 09/30/14 

Mark Stroup, police officer  12/18/12 - 09/30/14, employee election in process 
William Raebig, police officer  05/05/14 - 09/30/14, employee election in process 

      
Current Meetings – Quarterly @ 4p.m.; Fire Department meeting room 
 
Applying for appointment:  None 

 
Applying for appointment: Anthony Elrod, resident 

 
Recommendation: The recommendation is for the Mayor to re-appoint Anthony Elrod to serve on the 

Police Officers’ Retirement Board for a term expiring on 09/01/18, 4-yr term, and for 
the City Commission to consent to the appointment made by the Mayor.  

 
OPTIONS 
 
Do not appoint the applicants named above and seek other applicants; however, it may be difficult for the 
boards to obtain a quorum until vacancies are filled. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
None.  These are volunteer citizen boards. 
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