
MEMORÁNDUM 
 

August 8, 2014 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners 
 
VIA:  Kenneth Fields, City Manager  
 
FROM:  Katie Kinloch, Administrative Assistant 
 
SUBJECT: Lake Wales Breakfast Rotary Club Special Event Permit Application 

“Big Kahuna Paddle Challenge” October 25, 2014 on Lake Wailes 
 
SYNOPIS: Approval of this request will allow the Breakfast Rotary Club to hold their “Big Kahuna 

Paddle Challenge” on October 25, 2014 on Lake Wailes and allow for staging of the 
event on the east side of the boat ramp. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the City Commission consider taking the following action: 
 

• Approve the special event permit application from the Breakfast Rotary Club of Lake 
Wales to hold their “Big Kahuna Paddle Challenge” on October 25, 2014 on Lake Wailes 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
 

• Approve the set up and staging of  the event on October 25, 2014 between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. on the east side of  the boat ramp 
 

• Allow the Breakfast Rotary Club to set up the refreshment area and the sanitary facilities 
on the west side of the boat ramp beginning at 7:00 a.m.  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Ms. Cheryl Bassarte, President of the Breakfast Rotary Club of Lake Wales, submitted an application for 
a Special Event Permit to hold their “Big Kahuna Paddle Challenge” on October 25, 2014 on Lake Wailes 
Lake.  This application includes two additional requests as follows:  
 

1. Set up the tents, tables, and chairs and set up the staging area for the canoes between the hours 
of   7:00 a.m. and 8:15 on the east side of the boat ram.  The canoes will be launched from the 
sandy beach area on the east side of the boat ramp. 
 

2. Set up the refreshment area and sanitary facilities on the west side of the boat ramp between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:15 a.m.  

 
Registration and check-in is scheduled between 8:15 a.m. and 8:45 a.m. with the race starting at 9:00 
a.m. and concluding around 11:45 a.m. Refreshments will be available for the paddlers beginning at 
10:30 a.m. with the award ceremonies beginning around 11:45 a.m.  This event is to be held during the 
2014 Pioneer Days event.  
 
The purpose of this event is for team-building and enhancing team and community spirit among the 
paddlers, their sponsors and the spectators.  The funds raised from the sponsors are used to support the 
Lake Wales Breakfast Rotary Club’s Boys’ camp and Girls’ camp.  Several teams of ten to fourteen 
paddlers will use two large canoes to paddle out and back on a 400-yard round trip course on Lake 
Wailes.  The race will have three divisions: Corporate/Adult; Collegiate; and Youth.  Within each division, 



the teams race against the clock.  The three fastest teams will have race-offs to determine the “Big 
Kahuna” winner. 
 
The Breakfast Rotary Club will be responsible for site preparation, staging of canoes, sanitary facilities, 
parking, security, and site cleanup.  As required, liability insurance has been provided and tent permits 
will be obtained from the Planning Department.  City departments have reviewed the application and 
found no conflicts to prevent approval of this event.  An on-site walk through will be required with City 
staff in advance of the event to address any concerns with parking and staging areas.  There will be no 
in-kind services provided by the City. 
 
OPTIONS  
 
Do not approve this event. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No in-kind services to be provided by the City.  If security is required, the Breakfast Rotary will make the 
request to the Lake Wales Police Department for off duty officers. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Special Event Permit Application  
Agreement to Assume Financial Responsibility  
Site Maps 
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