
City Commission Meeting Minutes
April 21, 2020
(APPROVED)

7KLV�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�YLUWXDOO\�YLD�WHOH�FRQIHUHQFH�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�([HFXWLYH�2UGHU�1R���� -69,
LVVXHG�E\�WKH�2IILFH�RI�*RYHUQRU�5RQ�'HVDQWLV�RQ�0DUFK�����������DOORZLQJ�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�WR�FRQGXFW�
PHHWLQJV�RI�WKHLU�JRYHUQLQJ�ERDUGV�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�D�TXRUXP�RI�LWV�PHPEHUV�SUHVHQW�SK\VLFDOO\�RU�DW�
DQ\�VSHFLILF�ORFDWLRQ��DQG�XWLOL]LQJ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�PHGLD�WHFKQRORJ\�VXFK�DV�WHOHSKRQLF�RU�YLGHR�

conferencing, as provided bySection 120.54(5)(b)2, Florida Statutes.

4/21/2020 - Minutes

INVOCATION
Mayor Fultz gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Fultz called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. after the invocation and the pledge of 
allegiance.

Mayor Fultz read a statement:

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 20-����LVVXHG�E\�WKH�2IILFH�RI�*RYHUQRU�5RQ�'H6DQWLV�RQ�0DUFK�����������
PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�PD\�FRQGXFW�PHHWLQJV�RI�WKHLU�JRYHUQLQJ�ERDUGV�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�D�TXRUXP�RI�LWV�PHPEHUV�
SUHVHQW�SK\VLFDOO\�RU�DW�DQ\�VSHFLILF�ORFDWLRQ��DQG�XWLOL]LQJ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�PHGLD�WHFKQRORJ\�VXFK�DV�
WHOHSKRQLF�RU�YLGHR�FRQIHUHQFLQJ��DV�SURYLGHG�E\�6HFWLRQ�����������E����)ORULGD�
Statutes.

Procedures for public participation will be explained by the City Attorney shortly.

Albert Galloway, Jr., City Attorney, read a statement on Procedures for Virtual Public Meetings.

0U��*DOORZD\�DVNHG�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQHUV���DUH�\RX�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�QRWLFH�SURYLVLRQV�VHW�IRUWK�
DQG�WKHVH�XQLIRUP�UXOHV�RI�SURFHGXUHV�ZH�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�IRU�WKLV�9LUWXDO�PHHWLQJ"�7KH�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�
answered affirmatively.

ROLL CALL

Commission Members Present: Eugene Fultz - Mayor, Terrye Howell, Al Goldstein, Curtis Gibson, Robin 
Gibson

Staff Present: Kenneth Fields, City Manager; Albert C. Galloway, Jr., City Attorney; Jennifer Nanek, City 
Clerk

PRESENTATION/REPORT

Joe Jenkins, Fire Chief and Emergency Operations Director, gave a report on the current COVID19 crisis. 
Currently there have been 356 cases in Polk County and 15 deaths. Yesterday was the 3rd highest day in 
cases so far. This may be due to cases in a local nursing home. The patients have been transferred to 
another facility for better care. Our peak was April 7th. He asked everyone not to let out guard down. We 
need to maintain social distancing. Our citizens seem to be complying fairly well. We can't go back yet. 
Commissioner Howell asked if we will have testing in Lake Wales yet. Chief Jenkins reviewed the County 
testing sites in Bartow and Lakeland. Those with symptoms can go to Lake Wales and they will be tested. 
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0U��)LHOGV�VDLG�WKHUH�DUH�GLVFXVVLRQV�DERXW�DGGLWLRQDO�GULYH�WKURXJK�VLWHV�WKDW�DUH�JRLQJ�RQ���0U��)LHOGV�VDLG�
our case numbers are behind the State so Polk County may not have hit its peak yet. All the Cities and 
Counties may try to coordinate reopening procedures so that all move together. The schools have been 
closed for the rest of the year.

Commissioner Goldstein asked how our cases are matching up with the rest of the state. Mr. Fields said 
we are lagging behind. Our numbers are still going up. Commissioner Goldstein said we need to keep up 
with what everyone is doing and keep the public abreast. Mr. Fields said the state website is updated twice 
GDLO\�DQG�ZH�FDQ�VHQG�D�VXPPDU\�RI�WKDW�GDWD�WR�WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ�YLD�HPDLO��

Deputy Mayor Robin Gibson said we may not be at the peak yet. The virus may not go away in the 
summer. If people venture out and cases rise then people will pull back. This is where we are until there is 
vaccine. This may be a long term thing.

Transmittal Of Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, For Fiscal Year Ended September 30, 2019

[Begin Agenda Memo]

SYNOPSIS:����7UDQVPLWWDO��RI��&RPSUHKHQVLYH��$QQXDO��)LQDQFLDO��5HSRUW��IRU��ILVFDO��\HDU��HQGHG

September 30, 2019.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the City Commission accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for 
ILVFDO�\HDU�HQGHG�6HSWHPEHU����������DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�DXGLWRUV¶�report as presented.

BACKGROUND:

In the independent auditors ¶�UHSRUW�IRU�WKH�ILVFDO�\HDU�HQGLQJ�6HSWHPEHU�����������WKH�DXGLWRUV��&KHUU\��
%DNHUW��//3���&3$V��	��$GYLVRUV���VWDWHG��WKDW��LQ�WKHLU�RSLQLRQ��WKH�ILQDQFLDO�VWDWHPHQWV�SUHVHQW��IDLUO\���
LQ��DOO��PDWHULDO��UHVSHFWV���WKH��UHVSHFWLYH��ILQDQFLDO��SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH��JRYHUQPHQWDO�DFWLYLWLHV��WKH�
business-W\SH�DFWLYLWLHV��WKH�GLVFUHWHO\�SUHVHQWHG�FRPSRQHQW�XQLW��HDFK�PDMRU�IXQG��DQG�WKH�DJJUHJDWH�
UHPDLQLQJ�IXQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&LW\�DV�RI�6HSWHPEHU��������������DQG��WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�FKDQJHV�LQ�
ILQDQFLDO�SRVLWLRQ��DQG�FDVK�IORZV�ZKHUH�applicable, thereof for the year then ended in conformity with 
DFFRXQWLQJ�SULQFLSOHV�generally accepted in the United States of America.

7KH�&LW\�XWLOL]HG�WKH�SURIHVVLRQDO�VHUYLFHV�RI�0LNH�%U\QMXOIVRQ��&3$�IRU�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�WKH�DQQXDO�DXGLW��
0U��%U\QMXOIVRQ�ZLOO�EH�DWWHQGLQJ�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DQQXDO�UHSRUW�DQG�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�DQVZHU�DQ\�
questions relating to technical reporting requirements. This is the tenth year that the City has prepared 
a comprehensive annual financial report (CAFR).

Financial Highlights

� 7KH��DVVHWV�DQG�GHIHUUHG�RXWIORZV�RI�UHVRXUFHV�RI�WKH�&LW\�H[FHHGHG�LWV�OLDELOLWLHV��DQG��GHIHUUHG�
LQIORZV�RI�UHVRXUFHV�DW�WKH�FORVH�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�ILVFDO�\HDU�E\��������������QHW�SRVLWLRQ���$V�RI�
6HSWHPEHU�����������WKH�&LW\�UHSRUWV�DQ�XQUHVWULFWHG�QHW�SRVLWLRQ�RI������������DV�FRPSDUHG�WR�D�
deficit of $2,369-616 in the prior year.

� The City ¶V�WRWDO�QHW�SRVLWLRQ�LQFUHDVHG�E\�������������7KH�JRYHUQPHQWDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�EXVLQHVV -
type activities increased their net positions by 3% and 7%, respectively.

� As of the close of the current fiscal year, the City ¶V�JRYHUQPHQWDO�IXQGV�UHSRUWHG�FRPELQHG�HQGLQJ�
IXQG�EDODQFHV�RI�������������DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI����������IRU�WKH�\HDU����$SSUR[LPDWHO\�����RI�WRWDO�IXQG�
balance is available for spending at the government ¶V�GLVFUHWLRQ��XQDVVLJQHG��FRPSDUHG�WR�����LQ�WKH�
prior year.
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[End Agenda Memo]

Dorothy Abbott, Director of Finance, reviewed this item.

Ronald Conrad and Mike Brynjulfson from Cherry Bakert LLP CPAs & Advisors reported on the audit.

Mr. Ronald Conrad, Cherry Bakert, reviewed the findings from the audit. He said that this 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report has been submitted to the Certificate of Achievement program. 
The City should receive this certificate again this year.

They had clean opinions on the financial statements. They had clean opinions on the grants. They had 
one finding concerning the FAA Grant regarding whether a certain report is required. This was a verbal 
miscommunication. This should not be an issue. There is a letter for the commission that gives a 
summary of the audit. The Government Accounting Standards Board has deferred some standards due 
to the current COVID crisis. This won't affect the City. The City has a general fund balance of $4.28 
million which is 27% of annual expenditures. This is consistent with the previous year.

&RPPLVVLRQHU�+RZHOO�PDGH�D�PRWLRQ�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�$QQXDO�)LQDQFLDO�5HSRUW�IRU�
ILVFDO�\HDU�HQGHG�6HSWHPEHU����������DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�DXGLWRUV¶�report as presented. Commissioner 
Goldstein seconded the motion.

�����E\�YRLFH�YRWH�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�+RZHOO����<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�*ROGVWHLQ���<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�&XUWLV�*LEVRQ����<(6�

�����'HSXW\�0D\RU�5RELQ�*LEVRQ����<(6�

�����0D\RU�)XOW]����<(6�

�����0RWLRQ�SDVVHG�� -0.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

CONSENT AGENDA

Deputy Mayor Robin Gibson recused himself from voting on the consent items as he was the candidate 
discussed at the canvassing board meetings.

&RPPLVVLRQHU�+RZHOO�PDGH�D�PRWLRQ�WR�DSSURYH�WKH�FRQVHQW�DJHQGD���Commissioner Goldstein seconded 
the motion.

�����E\�YRLFH�YRWH�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�+RZHOO����<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�*ROGVWHLQ���<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�&XUWLV�*LEVRQ����<(6�

�����0D\RU�)XOW]����<(6�
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�����0RWLRQ�SDVVHG�� -0.

Minutes - March 3, 2020

Canvassing Board Minutes
Minutes of the Canvassing Board meetings

z APRIL 7, 2020
z APRIL 9, 2020
z APRIL 14, 2020

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 2020-12, Highway Lighting Maintenance Agreement

[Begin Agenda Memo]

SYNOPSIS:

The City Commission will consider approving Resolution 2020-12, an agreement with the State of 
Florida Department of Transportation to maintain state highway lighting in the jurisdictional boundaries 
of the City.

RECOMMENDATION
1. Approve Resolution 2020-12, highway lighting maintenance agreement.
2. Authorize the Mayor to sign the resolution on behalf of the City.
3. Authorize the City Manager to execute the agreement on behalf of the city with the Florida 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�VWDWH�KLJKZD\�OLJKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�MXULVGLFWLRQDO�ERXQGDULHV�RI�the
city.

BACKGROUND

In 2005 the City Commission approved a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute on behalf 
of the City an agreement between the City of Lake wales and the State of Florida Department of 
Transportation to maintain state highway lighting in the jurisdictional boundaries of the city.

Resolution 2020-12 continues the maintenance agreement for an additional seven (7) years. The city 
currently maintains 322 state highway lights. Current fiscal year compensation is $84,436.13 (322 
(lights) x $291.36 (per light) x 90%. The per light rate shall increase by 3% each fiscal year.

OTHER OPTIONS

The Commission may choose not to accept the agreement.

FISCAL IMPACT

If the city does not accept the agreement with FDOT we will lose the annual compensation from FDOT
which supports our annual city maintained lights maintenance budget.

[End Agenda Memo]

Jennifer Nanek, City Clerk, read RESOLUTION 2020-12 by title only.
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RESOLUTION 2020-12
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY 
$1�AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF LAKE WALES AND THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
'(3$570(17�OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF STATE HIGHWAY LIGHTING 
:,7+,1�7+(�JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY.

Commissioner Howell made a motion to adopt RESOLUTION 2020-12. Deputy Mayor Robin Gibson 
seconded the motion.

������%\�5ROO�&DOO�YRWH�

������&RPPLVVLRQHU�+RZHOO����<(6�

������'HSXW\�0D\RU�5RELQ�*LEVRQ����<(6�

������&RPPLVVLRQHU�&XUWLV�JLEVRQ����<(6�

������&RPPLVVLRQHU�*ROGVWHLQ����<(6�

������0D\RU�)XOW]����<(6�

������0RWLRQ�SDVVHG�� -0.

Resolution 2020-13 Vacation Of Alley

[Begin Agenda Memo]

Synopsis:��7KH�/DNH��:DOHV�&RPPXQLW\�5HGHYHORSPHQW�$JHQF\��³CRA ´) holds title to certain 
UHDO�SURSHUW\�ZKLFK�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�DFTXLUHG�IURP�WKH�6FKRRO�%RDUG�RI�3RON�&RXQW\��)ORULGD���7KH�&5$�
KDV�EHHQ�DSSURDFKHG�E\�WKH�/DNH�:DOHV�&KDUWHU�6FKRROV�FRQFHUQLQJ�D�SRVVLEOH�SXUFKDVH�RI�WKH������
6FKRRO�%XLOGLQJ�SDUFHO�IRU�XWLOL]DWLRQ�E\�%RN�$FDGHP\�1RUWK����7KH�DWWRUQH\�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�
&KDUWHU�6FKRROV�IRU�WKLV�WUDQVDFWLRQ�KDV�UHTXHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�&LW\�YDFDWH��DQ��DOOH\��VKRZQ�RQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�
Plat of Lake Wales within the block where the building is located.

Recommendation:  That the City Commission approve the adoption of Resolution 2020-13
which will vacate the alley in question.

Background: The property was acquired from the School Board of Polk County, Florida, in June of 
1995. Several proposals have been advanced over the years since acquisition but none have yet come 
to fruition. The contemplated action removes a possible
impediment which affects title to a portion of the property. Vacation of the alley will remove this 
impediment.

Fiscal impact: Recording cost for the Resolution is $10.50.

Alternatives: There are no alternatives which will operate to vacate the alley and clear it as an 
impediment to the title to the underlying property.

[End Agenda Memo]

Jennifer Nanek, City Clerk, read RESOLUTION 2020-13 by title only.

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-13
$�5(62/87,21�&/26,1*��9$&$7,1*��5(1281&,1*�$1'�',6&/$,0,1*�ANY RIGHTS OF THE 
38%/,&�,1�$1'�72�7+(�$//(<�/<,1*�:,7+,1�%/2&.�12 OF THE PLAT OF LAKE WALES AS 
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5(&25'('�,1�3/$7�%22.����$7�PAGE 88, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF POLK COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

Kenneth Fields, City Manager, reviewed this item.

'HSXW\�0D\RU�5RELQ�*LEVRQ�H[SODLQHG�ZK\�WKLV�KDG�WR�EH�GRQH�E\�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�DQG�QRW�WKH�&5$���
�$OEHUW�*DOORZD\��-U���&LW\�$WWRUQH\��UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKH�FORVLQJ�RI�WKH������6FKRRO�SURSHUW\�KDVQ
W�WDNHQ�
place yet but will let them know when it does.

Commissioner Howell asked if we can still vacate the alley even though the property hasn't transferred 
\HW"��0U��*DOORZD\�VD\V�LWV�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�WKH�&LW\�WR�YDFDWH�WKH�DOOH\�

Commissioner Goldstein made a motion to approve RESOLUTION 2020-13. Deputy Mayor Robin 
Gibson seconded the motion.

�����E\�5ROO�&DOO�YRWH�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�*ROGVWHLQ����<(6�

�����'HSXW\�0D\RU�5RELQ�*LEVRQ����<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�+RZHOO����<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�&XUWLV�*LEVRQ����<(6�

�����0D\RU�)XOW]����<(6�������

�����0RWLRQ�SDVVHG�� -0.

Resolution 2020-14 ± Annexation Agreement Between High Point Church Of God, Inc. And The City.

[Begin Agenda Memo]

SYNOPSIS

Resolution 2020-14 authorizes the Mayor to execute a binding annexation agreement between 
+LJK�3RLQW�&KXUFK�RI�*RG��,QF��DQG�WKH�&LW\�IRU�SURSHUW\�QRW�FXUUHQWO\�FRQWLJXRXV�WR�WKH�FLW\�OLPLWV�

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends adoption of Resolution 2020-14 and subsequent execution of the 
DQQH[DWLRQ�DJUHHPHQW�

BACKGROUND

+LJK�3RLQW�&KXUFK�RI�*RG��,QF��RZQV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������DFUHV�RI�SURSHUW\�RQ�WKH�(DVW�VLGH�RI�6FHQLF�
+LJKZD\�MXVW�VRXWK�RI�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQ�ZLWK�&KDOHW�6X]DQQH�5RDG��7KH\�DUH�SURSRVLQJ�D�QHZ�FKXUFK�
campus. The property is currently in the County. The County is unable to supply water 
DQG�RU�ZDVWHZDWHU�VHUYLFH�WR�WKH�SURSHUW\�
+LJK�3RLQW�FKXUFK�RI�JRG��,QF��LV�DVNLQJ�IRU�WKH�&LW\�WR�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�FRQQHFW�WR�H[LVWLQJ�ZDWHU�DQG�
ZDVWHZDWHU�OLQHV�WR�VHUYH�WKHLU�SURSHUW\��7KH\�ZLOO�SURYLGH�LPSURYHPHQW�DW�WKHLU�FRVW�WR�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�
IDFLOLWLHV�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKHLU�GHYHORSPHQW��7KH�DJUHHPHQW�FRYHUV�DOO�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\�SURSRVHG�IRU�
development in the future.

5HFRUGDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�2IILFLDO�5HFRUG�%RRN�RI�3RON�&RXQW\�ZLOO�LQVXUH�WKDW�RQFH�WKH�SURSHUW\�LV�FRQWLJXRXV�
annexation can be enacted without further permission from the property owner(s).
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[End Agenda Memo]

Jennifer Nanek, City Clerk read RESOLUTION 2020-14 by title only

RESOLUTION 2020-14

(Annexation Agreement between High Point Church of God, Inc. and the City of Lake Wales)
5(62/87,21�2)�7+(�&,7<�2)�/$.(�:$/(6��)/25,'$��$87+25,=,1*�7+(�0$<25�72�6,*1��
$1��$11(;$7,21��
$*5((0(17��:,7+��+,*+��32,17��&+85&+��2)��*2'���,1&��)25�3523(57<�127�&855(17/<�
CONTIGUOUS TO THE CITY LIMITS.

Kathy Bangley, Assistant City Manager, reviewed this item.

Commissioner Curtis Gibson asked if this is on the east or west side of Scenic. Ms. Bangley said it is 
WKH�ZHVW�VLGH�QHDU�WKH�'ROODU�*HQHUDO��

Commissioner Goldstein made a motion to adopt RESOLUTION 2020-14 by title only. Commissioner 
Howell seconded the motion.

�����%\�5ROO�&DOO�9RWH���

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�*ROGVWHLQ����<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�+RZHOO����<(6�

�����&RPPLVVLRQHU�&XUWLV�*LEVRQ����<(6�

�����'HSXW\�0D\RU�5RELQ�*LEVRQ���<(6�

�����0D\RU�)XOW]����<(6�

�����0RWLRQ�SDVVHG�� -0.

CITY ATTORNEY
Albert Galloway, Jr., City Attorney, requested a copy of the signed Resolution 2020-13 and that it be 
recorded with the County Clerk for public records. A copy will be sent to the closing agent for the Charter 
6FKRROV���

CITY MANAGER

Kenneth Fields, City Manager, reported that the City Clerk, Jennifer Nanek received her CMC.

Mr. Fields reported that the County is receiving a special $2.2 million allocation of CDBG funds related to 
COVID19 outbreak related to addressing homeless. This was going to those cities that participate at the 
county level CDBG program but it will now be distributed county wide to address these issues so that all 
cities and the unincorporated areas benefit.

Mr. Fields reported that he spoke with FDOT regarding the US 27 and HWY 60 interchange project. He laid 
blame on FDOT. After discussion and review some blame does lie with the City. There were 
communications issues. He spoke with the district secretary and they will work together to move these 
projects forward. He apologized for what he said at the last meeting as they may have been harsh against 
FDOT. There is currently a tight construction market across the state. Many companies have all they can 
handle so we only had one that could do the work. He will continue to seek reimbursement from any areas 
to cover these costs.

10.

11.



Regarding our state of emergency we are getting good cooperation from the county. We are adjusting to 
using technology for meetings including city advisory boards. This will be something we live with until a 
YDFFLQH�LV�GHYHORSHG��+RSHIXOO\�ZH�FDQ�UHRSHQ�VRRQ�����

Commission Meeting Calendar

Tracking Report

Social Media Tracking Report

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS

Deputy Mayor Robin Gibson said he had three points. He said the City does a good job representing a 
diverse population. He is glad to be on the Commission and is glad for the margin of votes for his re-
election. This was a referendum on the Dover-Kohl plan and the votes show support for it. He is looking 
forward to moving forward on this. He wants people to be fully aware of the issues so he will be writing a 
series of articles on the plan and the downtown for the lakewalesnews.net website. A campaign is a healthy 
exercise There were two issues raised by his opponent. One was about pensions. The solvency of our 
pensions is important. We need to learn more about the pensions. The salaries of top administrators was a 
concern and how they are arrived at. We have a pay and classification series in our ordinances on how 
salaries are arrived at. He is comfortable with the amounts. We get a good value to value exchange for the 
salaries that are paid. How the salaries are arrived at is the concern. He wants to be sure ordinances are 
complied with. He would like to see the comments on the Attorney and City Manager evaluations. He would 
like to see these. They were requested by Commissioner Curtis Gibson before. Mr. Fields will be sure they 
are sent out.

Commissioner Howell said she would like those comments as well.

Commissioner Howell asked if anyone in the county has a curfew right now. Mr. Fields said no. 
Commissioner Howell said she had heard Lakeland had a curfew. Mr. Fields said no. She said we need to 
do more to let citizens know what is going on such as about testing sites and social distancing.

Commissioner Curtis Gibson said he did not receive the evaluation comments and would like to get those 
as wells. He would also like to learn more about the pensions as Deputy Mayor Robin Gibson mentioned. 
He would like to learn more about the cell phone policy and the position in the northwest area. 
Commissioner Curtis Gibson said he was glad Mr. Fields mentioned about the FDOT issue. He was 
concerned and disappointed about it and said they rely on Mr. Fields for accurate information. 
Commissioner Curtis Gibson said he was glad Mr. Fields apologized for the error. Commissioner Curtis 
Gibson said we should share more articles from lakewalesnews.net to keep the public informed. 
Commissioner Curtis Gibson said he has heard rumors around town that Southern Homes won't do 
business in Lake Wales because they can't work with our building department. Mr. Fields confirmed that 
the City has had a contentious relationship with them as they don't like our decisions and concerns about 
their designs and proposals. We have plenty of other developers willing to do business in the City.

Commissioner Goldstein commended Kevin Sunderland and the IT team for getting our virtual meetings set 
up and running. He has had no problems with them. He agrees that there is some information that we need. 
We do need to look at our pension plan and protect people. We have not had enough public participation in 
our virtual meetings as we had in the past. He said he hopes we can get back to in person meetings soon. 
He said he wished the reporter from the Ledger would come back to our meetings. Our cities need more 
coverage. He said we need to continue with our current projects.

11.I.
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Commissioner Curtis Gibson asked if the City does now have a press person. Mr. Fields confirmed that we 
GR�DQG�KH�VHQGV�SUHVV�UHOHDVHV�WR�DOO�WKH�PHGLD�RXWOHWV���

Commissioner Curtis Gibson reported on a recent food distribution event of 10,000 lbs of food. Social 
distancing guidelines were observed.

MAYOR COMMENTS

Mayor Fultz reported that we have a 47% response rate to the 2020 Census and encouraged citizens to 
respond to the Census. Commissioner Goldstein asked if the time to get the Census has been expanded. 
0D\RU�)XOW]�VDLG�KH�KDVQ
W�KHDUG�DERXW�WKDW��

Commissioner Curtis Gibson said we need to do a Charter review this year and we need to look into that.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

____________________________
Mayor/Deputy Mayor

ATTEST

_____________________________
City Clerk 
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